Does the number morphology determine the agreement strategy?
A quantitative study of nominal right node raising in Russian
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Nominal right node raising

[ Russian NRNR demonstrate agreement variation:

v distributive strategy (singular noun)

v’ summative strategy (plural noun)

(1) vysok-ij i  nizk-ij  student/ student-y
tall-sG and short-sG student.sG/ student-PL
‘the tall and the short student’

1 The discourse and syntactic factors parameterizing
the agreement variation were considered.

[ The role of noun morphology in Russian has not
been studied before.

[ The correlation between the morphology and the
agreement was described for Bulgarian.

v' regular number morphology = summative strategy

(2) balgarsk-ija i  rusk-i narod-i/ * narod

bulgarian-sG.M and russian-SG.M nation-PL/ nation.SG
‘the Bulgarian and Russian nations’

v irregular number morphology = distributive strategy

(3) naj-nisk-oto i naj-visok-o dete/ * deca

most-short-SGN and most-tall-SG.N  child/children
‘the shortest and tallest child’

1 ATB-movement, privative number feature

[ The difference between regular and irregular
morphology

v" Early insertion of lexical roots and late insertion of
inflection morphemes.

v" The root is inserted before syntactic movements, but
the plural feature arises in syntactic derivation.

v" Therefore, contextual allomorphy is impossible.
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Experimental study

[ Method: self-paced acceptability (Likert scale 1-7)

 Design: 2 x 4

v" the noun number: singular, plural

v" the morphological noun type: suppletion and stem alternations, suffix alternations, syncretic forms, regular nouns
] Statistical analysis: linear mixed models

Acceptability judgment
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 The difference in the reading time for singular and plural nouns
v’ is significant only for the suppletive forms and nouns with stem alternation
v’ is not significant for other conditions
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Discussion

] The analysis with ATB-movement explains the preference
of singular forms with stem alternations.

[ The acceptability of both singular and plural forms with
suffix alternations and with regular morphology 1s
impossible 1f the number feature 1s privative.

] Multidominance analysis should be applied:

v The number feature is equipollent = the acceptability of
singular and plural forms with suffix alternations and with
regular morphology.

v The multidominant structure is derived after the insertion
of lexical roots = the contextual allomorphy becomes
impossible on this stage = the unacceptability of plural
forms with suppletive morphology and stem alternations.
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